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AND THE USUAL FEATURES 


Editorial 


The utterance at a recent council estimates meeting of an Alderman to the effect that he 
opposed increase of the book-fund of the libraries in the town because, whenever he wanted 
a book, he bought it, was, we suspeét, a vainglorious one used for a special purpose and time. 
It was obviously, too, that of a man who may read on occasion, but is not a regular user of 
books. There are many such and, no doubt, their limited point of view is to be encouraged, 
so far as book-purchase is concerned. What it disregards, or does not understand, is that the 
real reader cannot easily contemplate life without books ; he never has enough of them, even 
if he is not a hoarder of them. There are thousands such. Their homes are not large enough, 
and their purses are too limited, for them to buy everything they want to read. The 
“Alderman” can feel that books are cheap; he spends more, if he has the means, on a 
box of cigars, or a bottle of whiskey, than any ordinary book costs. A single visit to a theatre 
with his wife (with the inevitable accompanying dinner or supper and transport) costs him 
more than a shelf of them. If he throws away the book when read, or rejected—for only a 
few such books are read through by the type under consideration—that is of little more con- 
sideration than his disposal of cigar ash or used theatre tickets. In this stringent time the greater 
part of the community depends upon the borrowed book. Inevitably this will increasingly 
be the case. Every man and woman, however, who loves books desires to possess them, and 
every wise librarian encourages that desire. It can reduce the use of libraries very little, if at 
all, and our business as librarians should be to provide for the literate nation, indeed to assist 
its making. There are many ways in which this might be done—the provision of lists on 
“Books for Every Home” with clear notes on why, for it must be realized that not every 
citizen knows the books that are commonplace tools. In how many homes, for instance, is 
Whittaker’s Almanack to be found? A reference book, of course ; but almost the first need iy 
of a household is a set of the best tools of this sort. Has any library yet issued a list with this : 
special intention ? Say, “Six Books necessary to Every Home” ? We assume that when a 
reader is passionately drawn to a book he must buy it, but such attra¢tion is mainly felt by 
those who are already book-lovers. For others there are such questions as, where shall we 
put the books suggested ? An answer may be that every librarian, in his own area, should urge 
that built-in bookcases should be a feature in every house plan. He might do much to solve 
a real problem. He can continue, too, to assist book-buying by his periodic exhibitions of 
books for prizes, presents (Christmas and birthday) and help to answer the question, “What 
books of great literature ought to be in every home for children and for life-keeping ?” His 
every convert would become also a life user of libraries. 


* * * * * * 


We learn from a contemporary that Coventry has added long-playing records to its 
gramophone circulating collection. That is probably not novel. What seems to us to be so 
is that a charge of sixpence per loan is made for such records. We do not assert that this report 
ad is one of faét. If it is, a new principle is introduced which should receive careful attention. 
A disc is a more vulnerable objeét than is a book and it may be argued that lending it is a more 
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expensive process; moreover, any revenue so earned may be used to buy more records. 
We think, however, such a charge is of doubtful legality, if any. The Libraries Aéts (P.L. Aét, 
1892, Sec. 11(3)) specifically states that no charge may be made to local ratepayers for the use 
of the public library. It is not really legal even to impose fines. Such services as this were 
never contemplated when the Aéts were passed. What may also be questioned is the desira- 
bility of introducing such rentals into a service which has always been free from them. Is it 
not the introduction of a principle which could be extended insidiously to the whole service ? 


* * * * * * 


Government Information and the Research Worker, the theme of an Easter course at the 
University of London School of Librarianship, held this April 16th to 20th, is one in which 
lecturers who are official spokesmen of the Departments will demonstrate the many ways in 
which they collect information and promote research. This it is thought will be of particular 
value to the Staffs of reference, technical and commercial libraries—we would add public, 
industrial and other. There are to be round-table discussions following quite brief lectures 
and précis and summaries are obtainable before each lecture. It is now too late probably 
for further of our readers to participate in this present course, but they should all be aware of 
it and, if they have missed it, hope for its repetition. From earlier such courses useful books 
covering their ground have emerged. We hope it will be so in this case. 


* * * * * * 


The salary recommendations of the National Joint Council, which are set out in the 
editorial of the L.A. Record for February, 1951, are to the effect that chartered librarians 
qualify for Grade APT III (£450-£495) if A.L.A’s and are in charge of a branch or district 
library ; or not being chartered librarians have had five years’ experience as librarian-in-charge. 
Those are the main points. They have not been received with much enthusiasm. Many 
such librarians are already receiving considerably higher grade salaries. On the other hand, 
many are not; the number advertized at only Grade I ({(60 less) is deplorable. Fortunately 
the rights of those paid better are protected. We are informed that the new recommendation 
is a recognition, hitherto withheld, of library qualifications. Something has therefore been won. 
In the fluid state of money, salaries and everything else, we must be aware that no grading is 
cast-iron and unalterable. Once a qualification is recognized its value is always open to 


recognition. 
* * * * * * 


We were happy to include in our last issue Mr. Dain’s letter dealing with the impressions 
the Australian librarian, Miss Elizabeth Hall, gave us in recent issues. We welcome, as we are 
sure Mr. Dain does, any comment that an overseas visitor cares to make on our activities. 
Obviously such a visitor, even if the visit extends to months, can get only a part-view of so 
complicated an organism as the library service of the British Isles ; but any expression of it 
has its useful side, especially if it results in such examination as Mr. Dain sent us. As such 
journals as this are read by librarians, and only by such laymen as are interested in and familiar 
with libraries, overseas criticisms can do little harm; they may do much to Stimulate. 


* * * * * * 


Very plain language should be used to the Bradford library authority for advertising for 
a City Librarian at a salary in Grade 10 of the A.P.T. scale—a scale which was never intended 
to be applied to principal officers or even deputy chiefs except in smaller authorities. Bradford 
is one of the great cities ; it is wealthy and has suffered less than most towns from war or the 
effects of it. It has persisted in a tradition of underpaying its librarians, but it seemed impos- 
sible that it could descend to the contemptuous meanness displayed in its recent advertisement. 
The time, it seems to us, has come when the Library Association should plainly say that no 
bilrarian will be allowed to accept the appointment on such insulting terms and remain on the 
professional register. Until this is done the underselling process, which has more than once 
been demonstrated recently, will continue. 


t 
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Children as Book Collectors 


By Dorts D. Cuixcor, F.L.A. 
(Principal Assistant in charge of Work with Young People, Islington Public Libraries) 


SEVERAL years ago, I was privileged to read a number of essays written by the girls of the 
upper forms of a secondary modern school in a London Borough. The essays were written 
in connection with elementary but successful instruction in home planning and management, 
given by a gifted teacher whose own interest and enthusiasm was infectious. The girls were 
asked to describe their present homes and compare them with the homes which they hoped 
to have in the future. 


The first part of the question undoubtedly put some of the essayists at a disadvantage ; 
it was more than a little unfair, for the sensitive child from a bad home would instinétively 
recoil from disclosing the degradation of her home life to her teacher, and possibly also to 
her class-mates. The resulting descriptions were revealing, both factually and psychologically, 
and set a neat problem for the teacher in distinguishing between verisimilitude and dream 
fantasy. It was obvious that several children described the home which they would like to 
have, rather than the home which they possessed. Cocktail cabinets were frequently men- 
tioned and described in detail, more from shop window observations, I suspected, than from 
the article inthe home ;_ radiograms were prominent (this was just prior to the invasion of the 
home by television); there were glowing descriptions of elaborate kitchen fitments in future 
homes ; but significantly, and disturbingly, not one girl mentioned books in her present home, 
or planned a bookshelf in her ideal home, although provision was sometimes made for 
gramophone records. 


The book problem was later discussed with some of the girls; they saw no necessity 
for a bookshelf, except perhaps in the children’s bedroom. Their opinion was confirmed by 
somewhat older members of a group of mixed youth clubs in another area. All these youngsters 
admitted that a bookcase might be useful at times—after all, you could use it for magazines 
or ornaments, and for the odd library book or two ; but nobody spontaneously planned this 
refinement. 


Let us face facts; books are not necessarily an essential part of the modern home. In 
these days, ideas and information can be readily communicated by other means and there 
are many alternative ways of using one’s leisure without recourse to books. It is possible for 
an adult to live a reasonably useful and happy life without ever reading a book after leaving 
school. This type of person will certainly read newspapers and perhaps magazines, but not 
books, excepting under abnormal conditions. We may seek the reason; we may attempt to 
apportion the blame. We may say that educationalists are at fault for their failure to inculcate 
the reading habit ; that the public library has similarly failed to stimulate interest in books ; 
but we must admit that despite his reasonable proficiency in the complex aét of reading, our 
non-reader (one of the 80 per cent of the community who do not use our libraries), very 
definitely exists. 


Yet there are nearly always a few books in all but the poorest and most cramped of 
homes. They belong to the children and are used to occupy the last few minutes before bed- 
time or sleep, or are taken to school for “quiet reading” while the harassed teacher marks his 
register, tots up the dinner money or attends to some other irksome but important ancillary 
of modern education. These books usually include a “Rupert” Annual, a few more advanced 
annuals with gaudy covers, perhaps a “classic” or two, sometimes retold in stilted prose 
(or, worse Still, illustrated in strip cartoon form, with brief captions) ; and inevitably, one or 
two books by a popular and much publicized author, whose works have little depth and make 
so few demands upon the reader, that the child very soon tires of them. 


The child will have “collected” these books from grown-ups. Comparatively few 
children are able to purchase their own books, despite tallies and book tokens, and so form 
their own collections. This again is a disturbing fact which must be faced squarely ; children’s 


age 
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books are normally bought by uninformed adults, in search of an easy solution to the gift 
problem ; they either choose a title remembered from their own childhood, which may be out- 
moded in the eyes of the modern child; or they are persuaded to buy a book on account of 
its jacket, or its popular appeal. To generalize is always dangerous ; fortunately, there are 
many homes where books are part of normal family life, and parents and children alike are 
discriminating purchasers and borrowers ; but these are in the minority. 


Books are of immeasurable importance to the child, and in no place more than in the 
home, where a well-stocked bookshelf may lead to a life-long appreciation of literature. 
Here should be found books which can be read more than once, and which at each reading, 
occasion fresh wonder and delight; books written within the comprehension of the child, 
yet encouraging his young mind to stretch ; books which carry a hint of further joys to be 
more fully appreciated when the child becomes adult. Books of the quality of Alice in Wonder- 
land and The Wind in the Willows ; with the warm humanity of The Family from One End Street ; 
with the excitement of Emi/ and the Detectives and the practical satisfaction of Swallows and 
Amazons. The list must be long, for it must suit the age and sex of the child ; but let it start, 
not only with Rupert and Mickey Mouse, but also with Peter Rabbit, Orlando and Winnie-the-Pooh. 
But here we are faced with another problem, this time economic. 


Many modern children’s books are expensive (Ransome’s incomparable stories are 9/- 
each and several large picture books cost 12/6); the older and much loved classics are usually 
obtainable in cheap, but often uninspiring editions, with close print which deters all but the 
most avid of child readers. It is a costly business to stock our child’s bookshelf; we must 
therefore be content with a few carefully selected books in the home, supplemented with a 
generous helping of books borrowed from the public library. 


The modestly priced and excellently chosen Puffin Story Books will help to fill the shelf, 
and also the Puffin Picture Books, with their good coloured lithographs and clear exposition of 
faéts. Non-fiétion is as important on the home bookshelf as imaginative literature, and is 
much treasured by the Pe i Recently, I commented on the lack of non-fiction among the 
secondhand children’s books in a famous Oxford bookshop ; the assistant explained that 
while children were ready to sell their story books when they had tired of them, they very 
seldom parted with informative books. 


Despite the need for careful selection, the average adult gets very little help from reviews. 
“Juveniles” are only mentioned by popular papers at Christmas, and then in non-critical 
fashion ; The Junior Bookshelf, The Times Literary Supplement, John O’ London’s and The Schoo/ 
Librarian are practically the only papers which review children’s books seriously, and these 
have a limited circulation; while among children’s periodicals, apart from a few which deal 
with specialized subjects, Co//ins is almost the only one which contains interesting book notes 
for the chiid. The children’s book reviews on the radio also give some guidance, as evidenced 
by demands from child borrowers in the library. Much more assistance is needed. 


It is here that the public library can definitely help both parent and child, by disseminating 
information about children’s literature; by offering advice, especially at Christmas ; by arrang- 
ing exhibitions of children’s books in recommended editions and by holding Parents’ 
Evenings at which children’s reading is discussed. Some libraries already help in one or other 
of these ways ; many do not. The child of today is the potential adult borrower of tomorrow ; 
let children’s librarians everywhere offer their own specialized knowledge of children’s litera- 
ture to intending purchasers of children’s books, so that children will find joy and inspiration 
in their own collections. The public library has nothing to lose by encouraging books in 
the home. 


The Library Association have pleasure in announcing that the Library Association 
Carnegie Medal for an outstanding book for children published during the year 1950 has been 
awarded to Elfrida Vipont for The Lark on the Wing, published by Messrs. Oxford University 


Press. 
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Proposed New Scottish School of Librarianship 


From a Scottish Correspondent 


WHEN the subject of a Scottish School of Librarianship was under discussion some years ago, 
those moving in the matter felt that any scheme should be regarded as experimental. But 
there was good basis for thinking that the proposed School would be a success. It seemed 
highly desirable that information on a variety of factors should be obtained, and in this 
connexion the School has served an excellent purpose. It has proved itself. 

It was decided to start the Scottish School of Librarianship in Glasgow under the auspices 
of the Glasgow and West of Scotland Commercial College. Mr. W. B. Paton, F.L.A., was 
appointed to the post of Head. The School was developed to cover full-time courses, and 
also to meet the needs of the students in evening classes and taking part-time courses. The 
School has now been in operation for four years, and the Commercial College authorities have 
been entirely satisfied with the Department, and we gather that they would like to continue 
in charge of the School. 

From a general point of view there is no reason why the School should not be continued 
under the auspices ot the Glasgow Commercial College, but, as has been indicated earlier, the 
promoters felt that it was an experiment. It has now gone beyond the stage of experiment, 
and its success suggests that earlier and more ambitious views as regards the possible standing 
of the School might be considered. The views expressed are provisional, and are put forward 
as a basis for discussion. 

It should be emphasized that all concerned pay tribute to the authorities of the Glasgow 
Commercial College for their efforts to make the Scottish School of Librarianship the success 
it has become. From that particular angle there is no reason for any transference of the School 
out of the hands of the Commercial College authorities. But other considerations, earlier in 
mind, now arise. These may be summed up in the question: What is to be the future of the 
School ? 

While the only School funétioning in Britain was the School at University College, 
London, the question had been canvassed as to whether, in the event of schools being started 
outside London, it would not be desirable to associate the Scottish School of Librarianship 
with one or other of the universities. It is understood that the late Colonel Mitchell agreed ; 
but there were so many imponderables in the case that it was felt advisable to get a School going 
and have it prove that there was certainty of a continued existence, and the desirability of a 
higher status. The position is decided. 

It now seems desirable that there should be another School outside London, with a 
Standing equal to that of the School at University College, London, and we think of a Scottish 
School. There are no doubt students who would prefer to do their study in a city with 
amenities and a range of libraries comparable in character, if not in size, to those of London, 
and the home of a first-class university. Such a School if it were set up in Scotland would go 
forward on the momentum of the existing Scottish School, but it would be expected to be in 
a position to provide as full a course of study as the School at University College, London, 

Glasgow has a fine library tradition and might be thought of as the centre for the new 
School, but the claims of Edinburgh seem outstanding. Edinburgh has a wider range of 
libraries than any other city in Britain outside of London. It has the National Library of Scotland, 
a university library, a great public library service, many official institutions with libraries such 
as the Record Office, the Signet Library, and dozens of others of general and specialist range. 
And the Scottish Central Library will shortly be moved there from Dunfermline. It is the 
centre for official contaét in Scotland, and is an important venue for conferences. The 
students would be living in a historic Capital city in which they would feel much pride. From 
the point of view of amenities Edinburgh is supreme. A School there, of first-class standing, 
would be in a position to draw students from many centres in Britain and overseas : Edinburgh 
University already does that. Considering the subject objectively it would appear that Edin- 
burgh is the most likely centre to meet all requirements in terms of the proposed new Scottish 
School of Librarianship. 

The Edinburgh University authorities would naturally require to be convinced, on an 
approach being made to them, that there was a certainty that the School would succeed. All 
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the facts available and relative in respect of the present Scottish School of Librarianship, and 
the Library School at University College, London, would require to be to hand for their 
consideration. They would be assured that the present finances of the Scottish School in 
Glasgow are sound. But there is no doubt whatsoever that the proposed new School to be 
associated with the University, would require more funds, or extra funds to cover a period of 
perhaps a quinquennium. What the necessary amount would be depends on factors yet to be 
assessed: the University authorities would presumbly think in terms of the costs of accom- 
modation and of the general administrative work involved. At a guess, however, it might be 
that they might think in terms of £15,000 spread over a period of five years. It is understood 
that the present schools cost roughly about £2,000 or so. The University authorities would 
probably think of shaping their budget measurably on the basis of figures supplied by the 
School at University College, London; but it is not the present view that the new Scottish 
School should do more than Start with a certain number of students. Like every other enter- 
prise, it would be built up over the years. 

It might be that the issue would be raised as to why the new School should not be 
attached to Glasgow University, and continued in some way in association with the Commercial 
College. From the point of view of teaching, the results in Glasgow would be wholly satis- 
factory ; but for laboratory work, Glasgow lacks the range of library facilities possessed by 
Edinburgh. 

Granted that the proposals made in this Memorandum are considered deserving of 
promotion, the question arises as to a financial grant to help the University to meet its new 
obligations, if it were prepared to assume them. Library enterprise in this country has been 
enormously helped in the past by the Carnegie United Kingdom Trust, and years before the 
Trust was founded the late Dr. Andrew Carnegie spent lavishly on libraries. In view of the fact 
that we are about to celebrate the Centenary of the Public Library Movement, so largely a 
Carnegie foundation, it might be that the Trustees of the Carnegie United Kingdom Trust 
would feel prepared to put another coping stone on their structure by creating a new School. 
The whole conception seems so good and so deserving, that it is felt that the necessary grant 
should be forthcoming from some source. If the Carnegie United Kingdom Trustees were 
agreeable, they could assure themselves for all time of an association with the School either 
directly, or indirectly through the Scottish Central Library. 


The new School would have as its main aim that of training students desiring to take up 
posts in public, official and specialist libraries. It would also be a faétor in giving biblio- 
graphical and research training to students in the University following ordinary class Studies. 
It would work in association with the University Library. Every aspect dealt with in first-class 
library schools would be covered. Apart from what the authorities might learn from British 
practice, the experience of library schools such as those at Columbia, Toronto, Berkeley, The 
Graduate Library School, Chicago, Ann Arbor, might profitably be studied. Evening lectures 
might be arranged, as relative as possible to library and bibliographical and research studies, 
for the benefit of students and the public generally. 


Recent Activities of the Library of Congress 


THe many services offered to the public by the Library of Congress are depicted in a book of 
photographs recently published. “The Library of Congress and Its Work, 1950” is a response 
to numerous requests for a pictorial representation to assist in understanding what is available 
in one of the world’s largest libraries. Readers are shown selecting pictures in the Prints and 
Photographs Division, using a microfilm reader, studying old manuscripts, and tracing 
their genealogy. Members of the staff have been photographed as they make sound recordings, 
photostat manuscripts, issue copyrights, use “talking books” for the blind, and issue books for 
interlibrary loan. Tourists in the exhibit halls and an audience attending a lecture in the 
Coolidge Auditorium are examples of other activities. Special collections and the various 
reading rooms are pictured. Brief captions explaining the services and activities which are 
illustrated comprise the text. 
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A FREE COLLECTION— 


Our free collection and delivery service by our 
own vans is now operating throughout most of 
the country, and our van drivers are available 
to pack consignments of books for binding. 


Our standard styles include 
these features, without extra 
charge : 


GUARDING WITH OUR SPECIAL 
SERRATED GUARDING-PAPER 


INSERTION OF POCKETS AND 
LABELS 


SPRINKLED EDGES NON-FICTION AND FICTION 
BOOKS ACCEPTED WITHOUT 
RESTRICTION AS TO SIZE OR 


SPLIT BOARDS 


LIBRARY CLOTH OR BUCKRAM QUANTITY, AND RETURNED 
COVERS TO YOU WITH EQUAL 
PROMPTITUDE 


FULL LETTERING (INCLUDING 
CLASS LETTERING) IN GOLD LISTS ARE NOT ESSENTIAL 


Send your Binding to 


G. Blunt & Sons Ltd. 


NORTH ACTON ROAD, HARLESDEN, LONDON, N.W.10 
Telephone: Elgar 7411 
Showrooms : 100 GT. RUSSELL ST., LONDON, W.C.1. Museum 5650-0335 


——AND DELIVERY 


BY OUR VANS 


235 ae 
| 
| 
| | 
g 
| 
- 
y | 
yf 
A 
a 
A 

re 
er 4 

rf 

O- 
s 
se 
SS 2 
he 
eS 
es, 

\ | 
are 


236 THE LIBRARY WORLD 


prehensive, it is by no means complete. Many marketing maps are not copyrighted and thus 
do not come to the Library on automatic deposit. Others are prepared for limited or restricted 
use within a specific organization, often as part of a published or unpublished marketing study. 
Excellent marketing maps may be found in books or in magazines and trade journals. 


Letters on Our Affairs 


Dear ERATOSTHENES, 
A Co-INCIDENCE 

Only a few days ago I received an air-letter from an English woman librarian who 
married a year ago and settled in the Middle States of America. After a spell of recuperation 
she has begun to take a lively interest in the profession ; has attended and addressed meetings. 
At one, in Van Buren County, her listeners—I quote—‘‘were most interested in English 
librarianship. They seem to have a high opinion of English education in general and were 
apparently much in favour of the L.A.’s insistence on practical experience in addition to paper 
qualifications for obtaining the diploma. They were puzzled about the Association of 
Assistant Librarians within the Library Association and asked several questions on that.” 
The first and major part of those sentences I found interesting, but the last seemed an apt 
comment upon the Editor’s, two months ago, on the A.A.L. He raised the ire of the new and 
capable Editor of The Library Assistant who poses the somewhat voluminous report of the 
A.A.L. in his March number as evidence of what he alleges to be “shallow” editorial thinking. 
I have other things to write about this time but, if I have a chance, I should like to consider 
the comment more fully in a later letter. There are facts, history, achievements, and ta¢tics, 
to be considered as well as effeéts, and their careful consideration would take more time than 
I can now spare. On the surtace it would seem that the A.A.L. is a parallel body with the 
L.A., supported by it to aét as its own goad, its members mainly recruited automatically from 
candidates for the examinations who, before entry, are compelled to become members of the 
L.A. and are allocated to the A.A.L. if they are assistants. Both the compulsion and the 
allocation can be rationalized, I think. Perhaps the A.A.L. is now necessary. 


THe Liprartian AS Book CoL_Lectror 


To the outsider few things are more puzzling than the librarian’s love of books. If one 
question more than another is asked him, it is, “Don’t you get tired of books, being always 
with them ?” My own answer is, “Yes ; of some books.” There is probably, as some of us 
advertize, a book for every mood. Some are not seasonable on occasion. I have known 
authors who had no books of their own: R.L.S. was one who did not keep any, if my memory 
serves me. I heard a librarian once say that he kept no books in his home except those he 
brought from the library for a¢tual reading. Amazing self-abnegation! His contention no 
doubt would be that he could get any book on earth of an ordinary sort just by pushing a 
button on his desk at the library and that it cleared his mind and the house not to have them 
there. Excellent commonsense. Did not Mark Pattison also declare that the librarian who 
reads is lost, the most commonplace of quotations, the least understood and, as generally 
understood, the silliest ? It conveys very completely what, until recently, were the limited 
functions of the librarian in the eyes of the professor. I sometimes wish I could clear myself 
so completely as R.L.S. and the librarian | have mentioned. I can’t. I colleéted books before 
I reached my teens and have been unable to resist them at any time; indeed, I am of the 
class that never has enough house-room for books. Seeing, too, that I never have had any 
surplus money, my colleétion cost me more intelligence, I flatter myself, than cash. I have a 
pocket set of Meredith for which I paid on the average ninepence a volume. My Stevenson 
| got for an average of sixpence. | have the seventeen volumes of the collected Browning, 
almost every one of which had originally a different owner ; none cost more than a shilling 
and a mint copy of the one with his fine translation of Euripides, Ba/ustion’s Adventure, a Charing 
Cross Road bookseller valued at twopence ! I have every first edition of Tennyson, except the 
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EARL 1950 


ROBERT ELKIN, Ed., with Introduction 


A Career in Music 


Demy Octavo 


George Baker—the Solo Singer 


Harriet Cohen—the Solo Instrumentalist 


Norman Demuth—the Composer 
John Denison—Organisation and 


Administration 


Julius Harrison—the Conductor 
S. A. Hurren—Musical Instrument 


Manufacture J. Raymond Tobin—the Music Teacher 
(Prospectus and Pamphlet containing 28 reviews in full on application to the 


Publisher) 


33 GREAT QUEEN STREET, LONDON, W.C.2 


256 pp. 12/6 

Gerald Moore—the Accompanist 
James Rushworth—the Music Dealer 
Thomas Russell—the Orchestral Player 
K. W. Straker—Music Publishing 


Stainton de B. Taylor—the Organist and 
Choirmaster 


780.071 


THE GRANGE FIBRE CO. LTD., 13, WELFORD ROAD, 


HISTORY OF BOOKBINDING | 


Making a Good Impression i) 


In the early days hand tooling with a | 
small stamp was a very slow and expen- 
sive operation. By the 15th century the 
process gave way to large panel stamps | 
impressed in a lying press. | 


speed blocking always seen to best 
advantage on LINSON, the better, yet 
much cheaper binding. 


This has developed into modern high- i 
| 


LINSON 


Bound in Linson — bound to 


LEICESTER TELEPHONE 5322 
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1830 Poems, and the average here, too, was one shilling. The truth is that money has little 
relation to the collecting of the library for everyman. All he needs is a little silver and a dusty 
propensity to haunt bookstalls, junk shops and old furniture dealers. So many do not know 
the value of books, and, to diverge, an old lady, called locally “the librarian,” in charge of a 
library in the country which I had been asked to examine, begged me to get rid of “these old 
family bibles, which I am so tired of dusting !” The old volumes proved to be perfeét copies of 
Ackerman’s Microcosm and Boydell’s Thames. Finds like that I know are not daily ones. I need 
not say, I hope, that I did not profit financially by the discovery. If you consider the books I 
have mentioned, you will infer that I do not colleé indiscriminately, although I do find it 
difficult to evade buying a good book offered to public derision at an insulting price—I can 
always give it away to someone who may care for it. The real bookhunter, as Burton tells us, 
is one who chases books for almost every purpose except to read them or as “‘books always to 
be read but never read”. It is no wonder that no wise woman would marry a book-colleétor. 
The doyen of the dusty brotherhood must surely be the man I met in Lyme Regis who took 
me up several flights of stairs in his lofty house, and each Staircase had a clear space on each 
step where the carpet ran, but the margins formed a scalar bookcase. Think of it: books on 
each side of your stair steps all the way up ! 


Two 


are possible, should I say probable ? for every librarian. The first is his professional one. 
If one could peep into the average librarian’s home, what sort of a library of librarianship 
would be found there I wonder. As a matter of business we assume that the book which a 
Student pursuing a course needs for the whole of it should not be borrowed. Logically the 
library student must follow the same process. Does he ? In our day we did, you and I, and, 
glancing today at my shelves I find there Clark’s Care of Books, Savage’s Old English Libraries, 
Brown’s Manual, Quinn’s Cataloguing, Cutter’s Dictionary Catalogue, Sharp’s Cataloguing, the 
Library School Rules (Albany), Greenwood’s Public Libraries, all the works of Brown, Jast, 
Sayers, Savage, Hewitt’s Law; and the newer works, Irwin’s two volumes, Broadfield’s 
book, which I scarcely understand, and, to return to older ones, Warner Bishop’s Handbook 
and Ranganathan’s Five Laws ; and I have many of the Allen & Unwin series. I haven’t space 
for a catalogue. Am I very different from other librarians ? I suppose not. I only know that 
the modern student needs a long purse to get all the books now offered him on his job. I do 
think, however, that every one of us should own a selected professional library. 


THE SECOND LIBRARY 


differs for every man, It is the mirror of his mind. The books which have moulded his way of 
life. They may be the classics fitted to his needs in edition and format, or they may be modern 
and they may also be on special subjects. I know one who colleéts, because he loves them, the 
poets of the first decade of this century, another has his rooms lined with the best colleétion 
of books on birds that I have seen in a house, another specializes in first editions of modern 
novels some of them now as dead as ale opened last week and left in bottle. So it goes. I 
won't say what sort of subject attracts me; I have been assured by my younger family that 
I buy books that no one wants to read. That I accept as legitimate criticism. Each age has its 
own companions. What I should like to be assured of is that we librarians do encourage our 
readers to become possessors of books. It was Southey, of whom I am an infrequent reader, 
who Started a poem on his library with ““My days among the dead are spent.” Frankly, that is 
not very inspiring to me and he did not mean, I think, exaétly what those words convey. 

Such collecting is fruitful, satisfying and good for libraries I am convinced. The day will 
come, of course, when a successor will glance contemptuously over your collection and get 
rid of it. So keep it weeded, but, alas, the book I give away I always want within a month, 
as is the experience of every discarder. 

Vale ! 
CALLIMACHUS, 


We do not bold ourselves re spon sible for the opinions of the writers on “LETTERS ON OuR AFFAIRS.” 
—Eaitor, Tur Lrsrary Worvp. 
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GEO. W. OLIVE 


A 
School’s Adventure 


which is a record of the history, 
achievements, benefactions, 
growth and development of 
Dauntsey’s School, West 
Lavington, from 1483-1950, 
compiled and written by the 
present Headmastet 
PUBLICATION DATE MAY [12TH 


Demy 8vo, cloth-bound, illustrated 
12s 6d. net 


SYLVAN PRESS 
24 MUSEUM ST., LONDON, W.C.I 


Some New Books 


HANDEL’s KETTLEDRUMS AND OTHER Papers 


on Mitrrary Music (H. G. Farmer) 15/- 


Music MAKING IN SCOTLAND IN THE OLDEN 


Days (H. G. Farmer 15/- 


Tue Arr or J. S. Bac (A. E. F. Dickinson) 


12/6 


JAHRBUCH DER Musikwett, Volume I (1950). 


XVI, 696 pages, many ill., musical and 
otherwise. Various important contribu- 
tions, post-war Bibliographies, Obituaries, 
List of European First Performances, Re- 
ports on the musical life (Operas, Concerts, 
etc.) in the more important European 
centres between 1945 and 1948, and a 
unique International Reference Section 
(German) 33/6 


HINRICHSEN EDITION 


LTD 


25 MUSEUM STREET, LONDON W.C.1 


Just Published 


YOUR HOLIDAY IN FRANCE 

GORDON COOPER. The latest title in 

this holiday series which covers every aspect 

of holiday making in the most popular 

country in Europe. 48 full-page plates. 

CROWN 8vo = CLotH 8/6 Ner 328 PAGES 
Ready May 


GOD HAS A LONG FACE 
ROBERT WILDER. A powerful novel of 
the great Florida boom of the 1920’s by the 
author of “Flamingo Road” and “Wait for 
Tomorrow”. 

Demy 8vo = 10/6 Net 252 PaGes 


LET’S ALL ENJOY 
THE HORSE SHOW 


‘Lt.-Col. G. A. BENNETT. An entertain- 


ing and instructive book that cannot fail to 
appeal to all lovers of horses and horse 
shows. Illustrated by diagrams, and drawings 


by Tom Carr. 
Demy 8vo CLotH 8/6 Net ILLUSTRATED 


GALLERY OF CHAMPIONS 

HELEN JACOBS, one of the greatest names 
in tennis, has written a delightful account of 
15 world-famous players from Lenglen to 


Louise Brough. 
Crown 9/6 Net 224 PAGES 


Recent Fiction in Demand 


THE BIG FIST 
CLYDE B. RAGSDALE. An outstanding 
novel of the Texas oil boom era. 

CROWN 8vo 8/6 Net 252 PAGES 


THE HIGH GAME 

SYDNEY HORLER. The Master of the 
Thriller at his best. 

Crown 8vo CLOTH 8/6 Net 240 PaGes 


SACRAMENT OF DEATH 
SIDNEY ESMOND 290 9/6 


ALVIN REDMAN 
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ESSENTIAL BOOKS FOR LIBRARIANS 
AND ALL STUDENTS OF MODERN 
LIBRARY PRACTICE 


THE REFERENCE LIBRARIAN. In University, Municipal and Specialized 
Libraries. Contributors : G. H. Bushnell, ‘University Libraries’’ ; Miss L. |. Edwards, 
‘Municipal Libraries’’ ; R. Haxby, ‘“Commercial and Technical Libraries’ ; Miss M. 
Exley, Scientific and Technical Libraries’; J. L. Thornton, ‘‘Medical Libraries’’ ; 
‘*Newspaper Libraries,’’ by the Librarian of a National Newspaper ; Dr. A. J. Walford, 
“Essential Books.’’ Edited and with an Introduction by J. D. Stewart. 25s. net. 


BONNY (H. V.) IRWIN (Raymond) 
A Manual of Practical Book Selec- Librarianship: Essays on Applied 
tion for Public Libraries Bibliography ° 8s. 6d. net 
12s. 6d. net | 
McGILL (William) 
BROADFIELD (M. A.) _ Making the Most of Your Public 


| Library : a Concise Guide 8s. 6d. net 

BROADFIELD (M. A.) as, | SAVAGE (Ernest A.) 

Philosophy of eee * | The Librarian and His Committee 
12s. 6d. net 


15s. net 
BROWN (James Duff) _ SAYERS (W. C. Berwick) 
Manual of Library Economy. Sixth An Introduction to Library Classi- 
Edition by W. C. Berwick Sayers fication. Theoretical, Historical, Prac- 
35s. net tical with Readings, Exercises, Examin- 
BUSHNELL (G. H.) ation Papers. 8th edition 12s. 6d. net 
From Bricks to Books ISs.net | SHARP (H. A.) 
BUSHNELL (G. H.) _ Cataloguing. Fourth edition 25s. net 
From Papyrus to Print ISs.net =6§s STEWART (James D.) 
CARNELL (E. J.) _ _ A Tabulation of Librarianship. 
Library Administration 2s. 6d. net Classified Tables for the Arrangement 
HARRISON (kK. C.) of all Material relating to Library 
First in Librarianship. Economy 35s. net 
Student's Guide to the Library Associa~ (John L.) 
tion Entrance Examination 8s.6d.net  @ Mirror for Librarians. Selected 
HOBBS (J. L.) Readings in the History of Librarianship 
Libraries and Materials of Local | 15s. net 
History 12s. 6d. net THORNTON (John L.) 
IRWIN (Raymond) Special Library Methods : An Intro- 
National Library Service | _ duction to Special Librarianship 
8s. 6d. net | 12s. 6d. net 


THORNTON (J. L.) 
Medical Books, Libraries and Collectors. A study of bibliography and the book 
trade in relation to the medical sciences. Introduction by Geoffrey L. Keynes, M.A., 
M.D., F.R.C.S. 20 plates. 35s. net 
This work should be on the shelves of all medical libraries and large reference libraries 
and in the possession of all individuals interested in medical history and bibliography. 
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National Library of Scotland 


Lambeth Palace Library 
Mills Memorial Library 
Victoria Public Library 
University College 


London Library, St. James’s Square 
Departments of Forestry and Botany - 


SNEAD LIBRARY SYSTEM 


* Edinburgh 
* London 
Oxford 
* London 
* Ontario 
* British Columbia 
* Potchefstroom, S. Africa 


Telephone: ELGar 7292 


These Libraries in the course of construction have adopted 
the SNEAD SYSTEM by 


LUXFER LIMITED 
Waxlow Road, Harlesden, London, N.W.10 


Telegrams: Luxfer Harles London 


= 
= 
c> 
= 
=o 
= 


for 
BIBLIOGRAPHY 
TYPOGRAPHY 
and BOOKS on 

PRINTING | 

LIBRARIES & LIBRARIANSHIP 
BOOK ILLUSTRATION 
PUBLISHING & BOOKSELLING 
PALAEOGRAPHY & CALLIGRAPHY 
BOOKBINDING 
FACSIMILES & REPRINTS 
PAPER 


General English | Literature 


We Specialise in Supplying Libraries 


15, CECIL COURT, 
CHARING CROSS RD., , LONDON, Ww. C.2 


BOOK SERVICE 
BY POST 


To all Librarians, wherever they 
are, at Home or Overseas. As 
Booksellers and Export Newsagents 
known throughout the world for 
our individual service and prompt 
attention given to all enquiries, we 
invite you to write for our brochure, 
which gives full details of our services 
and for our book catalogues. 


ALFRED WILSON 
LIMITED 
Est, 1851 
7 Ship Tavern Passage 
London : : E.C.3 
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Now Ready 


BRANCH 
LIBRARY 
PRACTICE 


A. G. S. ENSER, Fa. 


Deputy-Director of Libraries and Museum 
Tottenham 


With an introduction 
by 
LESLIE M. REES, r.v.a. 


Chief Librarian of Swansea 
Demy 8vo, illus. 215. od. net 


LONDON 


GRAFTON & CO. 
1951 


Personal News 


Mr. E. G. Cashman, Deputy Borough 
Librarian, Holborn P.L., is retiring in May 
after 45 years’ service. 

Mr. L. H. Sidwell, A.L.A., Branch Librarian, 
East Holborn Library, to be Deputy Borough 
Librarian, Holborn P.L. 


Mr. G. S. Braine, A.L.A., Librarian-in- 
Charge, Extended Travelling and Branch 
Service, Hendon P.L., to be Branch Librarian, 
East Holborn Library. 

Miss P. Fear, A.L.A., Assistant, Liverpool 
University Library, to be Senior Assistant, 
West Derby Branch Library, Liverpool. 

Mr. G. Lea, B.A., to be Assistant, Reference 
Library, Liverpool. 


Topicalities 
Edited by A.G.S. Enser, F.L.A. 
(Tottenham Public Libraries) 


Suppty and demand are fundamentals of 
economics and even if public librarians are 
not aware of this truth, they soon will be in 
regard to paper and straw-board for books and 
the question of professional promotion. 


We should all be aware of rising prices for 
books and the reasons therefor, but perhaps 
not all of us appreciate how difficult the 
position is becoming in order to progress 
professionally. 


The supply of trained public librarians is 
now greater than the demand, consequently 
competition is not only keen but becoming 
savagely fierce. This is true of internal 
promotion and increasingly true with regard 
to the higher positions filled externally. 

The supply of first-class fully trained public 
librarians is now greater than it ever has been, 
but with limited demand many are doomed 
never to reach the position of responsible chiefs. 


Is there any remedy ? What do YOU think ? 


THIS MONTH'S CHOICE 


HOVE’S March Book Lift. X% foldover, in 
purple on light blue, selective, neat, pocket- 
sized, well-chosen headings and including brief 
but telling annotations for fiction additions. 
It puts many larger public libraries’ publica- 
tions to shame. 


HONOURABLE MENTION 


DERBYSHIRE’S New Books, March, 1951. 
Brochures from this system are always a delight 
to the eye and mind and this latest example is 
enriched with a superb cover air photograph 
of Bolsover Castle. 


GLASGOW’S Wild Animals of the Highlands. 
A brochure of selected books, in preparation 
for a leéture. The use of branch symbols still 
spoils the appearance unfortunately. 


HENDON’S Ofd and New. A _ pamphlet 
issued in conneétion with an exhibition of the 
local colleétion. 


LEEDS’ The Book Guide, March, 1951. The 
old favourite ever new, with something for 
everybody and a beacon light for at least this 
reviewer. 


READING’S New Books, March, 1951. 
A little more austere than usual, but contain- 
ing much in limited space. 


SWINDON’S In Print, March, 1951. The 
cover photograph of the prefabricated Central 
Library is still appealing even if the trees are 
bare. Swindonians are indeed fortunate in 
their public library service. 


THE LIBRARY WORLD 


B. F. STEVENS & BROWN 


AMERICAN LIBRARY AGENTS SINCE 1864 

OFFER THEIR SERVICES TO 

BRITISH LIBRARIANS FOR THE 

IMPORTATION OF AMERICAN 

BOOKS, AND TO TRANS-ATLANTIC 

FRIENDS FOR THE SUPPLY OF BRITIS1 
Books. 


Write to: 
B. F. STEVENS & BROWN Ltd. 
NEW RUSKIN HOUSE 


28-30 LITTLE RUSSELL STREET 
LONDON, W.C.1 


Cables: STEBROVENS, LONDON 
Phones : HOLBoRN 0926 (2 lines) 


Send for Catalogue of Old and Rare Books 


Can now be supplied 


AUTOLYCUS’ 
PACK 


and other light wares: being 
Essays, Addresses and Verses 
by 


ARUNDELL ESDAILE 
M.A., LITT.D. 


Former President of the Library Association 


Demy 8vo. Cloth. Pp. x, 222 
Portrait Frontis. Price 12/6 net 


LONDON 
GRAFTON & CO. 


BRITAIN’S 
MOTOR INDUSTRY 
H. G. CASTLE 


The complete and authoritative record 
of British cars and commercial vehicles from 
their earliest years until now. Illustrated by 
a unique collection of 100 half-tone photo- 
graphs and 30 colour plates, which show the 
progress of the motor vehicle from the 
horseless carriage to the present time. 

. Invaluable work of reference . . . Valuable 
contribution to the literature of motoring . . . to 
English social history ’’—BiRMINGHAM POST. 


. A ‘must’ for every technical library” 
—EAST ANGLIA DAILY TIMES. 
. . High quality 


The most comprehensive history of the 
industry so far written’’—SCOTSMAN. 


328 pp. 32 colour plates. 100 photographs 
21/- net. 


BRITISH FACTORY 
PRODUCTION 
OF MEN’S CLOTHES 


EDITED BY 
H. HULME 
G. W. SUMPTER 


The most comprehensive book of its 
kind ever published. Invaluable to students, 
technicians, executives and to everyone 
connected with the manufacturing of men’s 
clothes. The chapters deal with organization 
and layout of factories, training and welfare, 
designing, costing, cutting, production, 
passing, styling, anatomy, uniforms, water- 
proofs, plastics, juvenile clothing, overalls, 
shirts and pyjamas, neck wear, grading, 
education and many other subjects. 

“.. . As the first technical volume published 
in this country appealing exclusively to the wholesale 
producer of men’s wear, this book is a notable 
achievement””—-MANUFACTURING CLOTHIER. 

“. . . Of considerable value to the clothing 
industry’ —-THE CHAMBER OF COMMERCE 
JOURNAL. 


326 pp. 191 illustrations and diagrams. 
Crown 4to £3 3s. net. 


CLERKE & COCKERAN 
72 FLEET STREET 
LONDON, E.C.4 
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Memorabilia 


The Brooklyn Library’s “News release” 
from which we quoted recently sets out some 
activities which are at least novel; thus, 
“Sending trained Story-tellers into hospitals, 
homes, playgrounds and parks—1,525 story 
hours to a total of 41,396 children. The play- 
ground Stories have been done over here, by 
Luton for example, but we cannot recall the 
other institutions as fields for children’s library 
activity. Lending framed art prints for ex- 
tended home study and decoration, another 
activity, is not novel; we recall it was done in 
Hilversum as long ago as 1911! It may suggest 
something that can be worked with the 
Illustrations Colleétion. 

* * 


The University of London School of 
Librarianship and Archives has issued, as 
No. I of Occasional Publications, a List of 
bibliographies and theses accepted for Part III 
of the University’s Diploma in Librarianship, 
1936-50. Part III is part of the post-graduate 
Diploma course and the bibliographies 
deal with many subjects; they are available 
for consultation in the library of the School or 
the University of London Library and when- 
ever possible arrangements will be made for 
photo-copying. 

* * * 

The prospectus of the Summer School of 
Librarianship, to be held at Birmingham, 
September 2nd to 15th, is the fifteenth of a 
valuable series. It has the usual excellent 
coverage of the Registration and certain Final 
subjects and it combines brief courses of this 
kind with noon lectures by prominent librarians 
and a social evening, as well as a Cotswold 
tour, a Warwickshire ramble and an afternoon- 
evening visit to Stratford-on-Avon with a 
performance at the Memorial Theatre there. 
For the whole fortnight the charges, including 
all excursions, fees and full accommodation, is 
£16, with reduétions for shorter stays and for 
excursions not taken. The Hon. Secretary, 
Public Library, Kings Norton, Birmingham 30, 
will answer enquiries. 

* * * 


A Calendar of Residential Summer Courses, 
April to September, 1951, which can be obtained 
from the National Institute of Adult Education, 
35 Queen Anne Street, London, W.1, is a 
remarkable diary of 368 educational, social and 
practical courses on a wide variety of subjects 


from four-day ones to some lasting a month. 
It is a fine co-operative effort in cultural in- 
formation, It is not enhanced, however, for 
our readers by a note that concludes the 
Institute’s circular commending it—‘“‘Librarians 
forward! You have nothing to lose but your 
fear of being educated !” 
* * * 


Our readers will have noticed that Mr. E. A. 
Clough has left Brighton to become Deputy 
City Librarian of Bristol. In his career as 
Honorary Secretary of the A.A.L. he has 
shown a vigorous personality, a power of clear 
exposition in speech and a determination not 
often surpassed. With these and his technical 
gifts and experience he will surely be a very 
acceptable successor to the new Chief Libra- 
rian, Mr. W. S. Haugh, and together these two 
distinguished librarians should carry forward 
the eminent work of Mr. James Ross. 

* * * 


Our “retired” librarians seem to find 
occupation for their profession still. We hope 
such men often will; a librarian is not so 
merely by virtue of an office and ceases to be 
one when he leaves it. In the past year, Mr. 
H. M. Cashmore, in addition to many con- 
ferences and committees, has visited several 
towns to leéture on his travels and on libraries ; 
Mr. R. J. Gordon delivered an address on 
“One Hundred Years of Public Libraries” at 
the Annual Conference of the Welsh Library 
Authorities at Cardiff in June; and we have 
noted that Mr. Sayers opened the Spenser 
colleétion on Francis Thompson, with an 
address on the poet, at Preston in November. 
More recently, in December, Mr. Sayers gave 
the inaugural address on “ Art and Ourselves” 
at a Youth Committee week-end school at 
Upper Norwood. Can our readers furnish 
further particulars of such activities ? 

* * * 


It has been suggested to us that the best 
service a senior could do to a beginner now 
is to persuade him to get a diary and to swear 
to keep it and not to allow it to peter out at 
the end of January! There are happenings 
in the humblest office in libraries as in life 
and the recording of them is not only to make 
something of great future personal interest ; 
it is an ideal training in that concise, orderly 
writing which our examiners say so many of 
us lack. At least one past president of the L.A. 
has a diary which can now tell him what he 
did in every hour for the past forty years ! 
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Round the Library World 


NorEs AND News OF NATIONAL, UNIVERSITY 
AND SPECIAL LIBRARIES AND LIBRARY AFFAIRS 


The admirable address given by Mr. J. H. P. 
Pafford, Goldsmith’s Librarian of the Uni- 
versity of London, on the occasion of the 
Inauguration des nouvelles installations de la 
Bibliotheque de l'Université de Liége, has 
now been published. It appears with other 
papers and addresses given at the Journées 
d’Etude organisées par la Bibliothéque de 
Liége, 24-27 Oéobre 1949 on “Les Problémes 
de la Documentation dans les Bibliothéques 
universitaire,” in No. 2 of that Library’s series 
of Mélanges de Bibliothéconomic et de Bibliographie. 
The whole of the publication is of consider- 
able interest and importance to all who work 
in University Libraries. Mr. Pafford’s paper 
includes one of the best and wisest discussions 
of the position of a University Librarian, 
vis-a-vis the teaching staff and the office staff 
of a University, that has yet appeared in print. 


Two administrations, that of Dr. Faust in 
1947-48 and that of Dr. Swank in 1948-49, 
undertook to revitalize Stanford University 
Library and to re-direét its programme towards 
a more effective service of instruction and re- 
search. An account of the Library, its progress 
and position today, signed by both these 
Direétors, has just been received. 

Two senior Librarians from Australia and 
Turkey have arrived in the United Kingdom 
under the auspices of the British Council, to 
visit libraries, to meet librarians and to study 
the library systems of this country. They are— 
Mr. J. D. A. Collier, State Librarian of 
Hobart, Tasmania, who is on a two months’ 
visit and Bey Adnan Otuken, Direétor of the 
National Library in Ankara, who is spending 
three weeks here. Visits to many libraries are 
included in the itinerary. 


One of the features of an unusual exhibition, 
of some interest to British Librarians, recently 
held in Brooklyn Public Library, consisted of 
ceramic red and white chessmen, made by 
Miss Alice Frank Merriam as copies of the 
Alice in Wonderland chessmen drawn by Sir 
John Tenniel. 


The first number, for January, 1951, of 
London Library Intelligence has been issued by 
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the London and Home Counties Branch of 
the Library Association. The primary purpose 
of this newsletter, which it is hoped to publish 
every two months, is to set out in chrono- 
logical order all those aétivities, of interest to 
librarians, about which information is received. 
Communications should be sent to the Hon- 
orary Editor, Mr. R. J. Hoy, at the School of 
Oriental and African Studies, University of 
London. 


The recent purchase by Aberdeen University 
Library of a binding executed locally between 
1793 and 1818 led to an interesting investiga- 
tion of eight other bindings of “corner-square” 
Style already in the Library. Mr. William S. 
Mitchell, Sub-Librarian, has recorded the 
results of the investigation in a paper con- 
tributed to Apo//o in January, 1951. 


Occasional Publications No. 1 of the School of 
Librarianship and Archives, University of 
London, consists of a List of bibliographies 
and theses accepted for Part III of the Univer- 
sity of London Diploma in Librarianship 
between 1936 and 1950. All the items listed 
can be made available for consultation in the 
Library of University College or the Univer- 
sity Library, London, and arrangements for 
photographing will be made whenever possible. 

Pressure on shelf space and congestion in 
both stack and reading room at the Brotherton 
Library, University of Leeds, is being met in the 
meantime by the active preparation of plans 
which envisage accommodation for 180,000 
additional volumes and seats at the windows 
for forty-four readers. The further development 
of the Library beyond the present building 
was also considered last session and Council has 
marked a site for this purpose. 


Under the title ““The need for international 
co-operation on cultural education in hos- 
pitals,” Mrs. Marjorie E. Roberts contributed 
to the January issue of Bulletin N.G.O. a 
valuable article on biblio-therapy and allied 
matters. Mrs. Roberts briefly surveys the 
history of the hospital library movement and 
the formation of the Guild of Hospital 
Librarians. 


Canning House Library has at present over 
2,500 items on Brazil. A Special Supplement 
of Brazilian Literature to Canning House Library 
Bulletin was issued in January by the Luso- 
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Brazilian Council. A surprising number of the 
items listed in the Supplement are translations 
from English and European languages, in- 
cluding, most unexpectedly, a work by Elinor 
Glyn. 


A new complete list has been issued of the 
Bibliographical Series of the School of Librarian- 
ship of the University of Cape Town. This 
list cancels all lists previously issued. 


A conference on the development of public 
libraries is to be held at Sao Paulo, Brazil, in 
September, 1951. The Head of the Public 
Libraries Seétion of the Libraries Division of 
Unesco has recently visited Brazil to make 
arrangements for the conference. 


A finely produced, scientific but easily 
digested work on Papermaking Fibres, has been 
issued by Messrs. Tullis Russell & Co, Ltd. 
from their famous Paper Mills at Markinch. 
The book is divided into two parts. Part I 
gives separate accounts of all the common 
plants and trees from which papermaking 
fibre is isolated today, and the account of each 
tree or plant is accompanied by a delightful 
full-page woodcut by William Geissler. The 
text covers the occurrence of the plant and the 
isolation and uses of the fibre in so far as it is 
of interest to the maker and user of paper, and 
explains why fibres are selected with reference 
to the type of paper to be made. Part II deals 
in scientific detail with the fibres themselves, 
and is illustrated by reproductions of water- 
colour micrographs by William J. Macaulay 
showing the fibres drawn to a scale of 300 times 
their actual size. Not content with raising 
paper-making to a fine art, Messrs. Tullis 
Russell have long been known for many 
valuable cultural and social aétivities: they 
are to be warmly congratulated on and thanked 
for this latest publication, which many 
librarians will value. 


The Library of the University of California 
at Berkeley has purchased the great Mitsui 
Library, Tokyo. The collection consists of 
over 100,000 Japanese, Chinese and Korean 
works and the Japanese section will be the 
largest and most important outside Japan. 
Olomucensis, 


Alcta Universitatis Palackianae 


is the first publication of this new Czech 
University. Tom. 1 contains three studies on 
the Czech historian Palacky. 


The Library of Congress colleétion of in- 
cunabula, containing 5,337 items, is now said 
to be the eighth largest in the world. The 
Chief of the Rare Books Division of L.C., Mr. 
F. R. Goff, has produced an account of the 
incunabula, under the title Fifteenth Century 
Books in the Library of C ongres iS. 


The Joint Standing Comnibies « on Library 
Co-operation is sponsoring a scheme to record 
copies of works listed in S.T.C. or Wing which 
are available in libraries willing to issue them 
on loan. The scheme also envisages building 
up special collections devoted to a given period 
in various university libraries. It is not yet 
known what measure of support is likely to 
be accorded to the scheme. 


Princeton University Library has acquired, 
by gift from his widow, the late Booth 
Tarkington’s papers, including, /nter alia, the 
MSS. of almost all his forty novels. 


Mr. R. O. McKenna, Librarian of King’s 
College, Newcastle-upon-Tyne, has been ap- 
pointed Librarian of the University of Glasgow, 
in succession to Dr. W. R. Cunningham, who 
has retired through ill health. Mr. McKenna 
was at one time a member of the Staff of 
Glasgow University Library and later served 
under Dr. Offor at Leeds. 


The School of Librarianship of the Uni- 
versity of Cape Town issues a pamphlet en- 
titled “‘Librarianship as a Career.” 


An account of The United Nations Library 
at Geneva, by the Librarian, A. C. Breycha- 
Vauthier, is published in the March issue of 
Unesco Bulletin for Libraries. 


The British Council is to issue a monthly 
series of select bibliographies as supplements 
to British Book News. The supplements will be 
priced at 1/- each. 


Library Reports 


By Herpert C. SAWTELLE 
(Bermondsey Public Libraries) 


CLYDEBANK.—-Burgh Librarian, John B. Purdie, 
F.L.A. Population (est.), 45,344. Rate, 
44d. Income from Rate, £8,302. Total 
Stock, 38,568. Additions, 4,277. With- 
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drawals, 3,076. Total Issues, 321,388. 
Tickets, 20,338. 1 Branch. 

The reinstated and reorganized Central building 
was reopened in February to the great satisfa¢tion of 
all concerned, and is now considered by competent 
judges to be one of the foremost library buildings in 
the country. The original building sustained heavy 
damage in the air raids of March, 1941, and a restriéted 
service has been in operation ever since. The lending 
department was closed for a brief period to allow the 
reorganization to be completed, and this accounts 
mainly for the fall in book circulation. Nontiétional 
works, however, were in greater demand, and gratifica- 
tion is expressed at this increase in worth-while reading. 
It has not yet been found possible to reorganize the 
service to children, but the matter may be put in hand 
during the present year. The Parkhall Branch Library 
has been moved into more commodious premises after 
funétioning for a considerable time in a classroom of 
the High School. A permanent library will be estab- 
lished there as soon as it is possible. The Report contains 
some nice illustrations of the reconstruéted library. 
EauinG.—Borough Librarian, Cecil T. Hope, 

A.L.A. Population (est.), 188,700. Rate, 
4.98d. Income from Rate, £39,528. Total 
Stock, 171,336. Additions, 34,129. With- 
drawals, 12,111. Total Issues, 1,578,222. 
Tickets, 94,712. Branches, 7. 

An i: :resting summary of the progress of the 
library service since the adoption of the Aéts in 1883, 
is included at the beginning of this Report. In the year 
under review a huge increase in the number of issues 
from the school libraries brought the total circulation 
well above the figures for last year, but there was a fall 
in the issues from the lending libraries. Recorded use 
of the Reference Library was almost double that of the 
previous year. An Illustration Colleétion has been 
Started, and has already been widely used. The most 
noteworthy feature of the year’s work in the Central 
Lending Library was the way in which the high 
Standard of reading has been maintained, 40 per cent 
of all issues being from the non-fiction classes. The 
West Ealing Library was completely reorganized during 
the past year. Photographs of all the libraries in the 
system are published in the Report. 
Swinpon.—Chief Librarian, Harold Jolliffe, 

F.L.A. Population (est.), 68,390. Rate, 
10.56d. Income from Rate, £17,387. Total 
Stock, 80,141. Additions, 18,165. With- 
drawals, 5,676. Total Issues, 814,325. 
Tickets, 60,073. 1 Branch. 

The year being reviewed has been spent mainly 
in settling down in the new Central building, and 
developing the service in the departments. Great 
satisfaction is expressed at the working of the new 
Ibrary. Additional aétivities of the year included tke 
inauguration of a library service in the Viéturia 
Hospital ; the publication of the first number of 

‘In Print’: the magazine of the Libraries and Arts 
Centre ; and the extension of the hours of opening of 
the Reference and Branch Libraries. Book circulation 
showed a slight decrease when compared with the 
previous year. This was the first full year’s working of 
the Reference Library as a separate department, and 
consultations there increased by 50 per cent. The 
Central Junior Library also reported an increased 
issue. 


Review 


Frouawk (F. W.) British Birds. Introduction 
by J. D. Macdonald. Ward, Lock. 17s. 6d. 
This is a small illustrated handbook designed for 
use in the field, and containing much miscellaneous 
information on the two hundred or so commoner 
British birds. The Introduétion (which despite the 
title-page is apparently by the author, J. D. Macdonald 
being responsible only for a short preface) includes an 
assortment of general notes. The rest of the book 
runs through the systematic list, with brief notes on 
distribution, size, food, voice, flight, nest and eggs for 
each species. The arrangement follows Wetmore’s 
order, which is now generally accepted in place of that 
followed in W itherby’ s Handbook. There is an appendix 
grouping the species in various categories according 
to colour and habit. 

The author is a distinguished ornithologist, and 
the price is high. The deficiencies of this book are for 
this reason the more regrettable. The title itself is 
unfortunate; it has already been used by earlier 
writers, quite apart from its adoption by our principal 
ornithological journal. Many ot the coloured illustra- 
tions are frankly poor ; the robin (p. 177) is ludicrous, 
and the jay (p. 129) and great spotted woodpecker 
(p. 125) are almost as bad. There is no bibliography ; 
indeed the note on record-keeping (p. 222) suggests 
that no books other than the present one will be needed 
by the field ornithologist. 

Much recent information of importance is ignored. 
The note on the black redStart (p. 182) makes no 
reference to its breeding in London for many years 
past. The return of the avocets to East Anglia is 
recorded in a phrase (possibly an afterthought) which 
implies that its breeding range covers most of the south- 
eastern counties! The chiffchaff is described (p. 192) 
as the earliest spring migrant to reach us; a similar 
priority is also awarded (and more correély) to the 
wheatear (p. 186). The information about the breeding 
range of the fulmar (p. 35) is out of date. The method 
of egg-laying ascribed to the cuckoo (p. 138) has been 
discredited for twenty-five years or more, Several 
species of Striking importance and interest (e.g. the 
kite and the little ringed plover) are not even mentioned. 
Very little information is given on habits and display, 
and there is no reference to territorial behaviour, even 
in a species such as the robin. 

That a small handbook can be at once compre- 
hensive, well-arranged and reliable is proved by James 
Fisher’s Bird Recognition, of which the first volume 
appeared in the Pelican Series in 1947. It must be 
confessed that the present book is by contrast expensive, 
unsatisfatory and inadequate. 

R.1. 


Enser (A. G. S.) Branch Library Practice. 
Grafton. 21s. Od. net. 


Apart from preliminary matter, this useful intro- 
duétion to branch attivities works out at about 23d. 
per page, another proof of the rising cost of living. 
Criticism is disarmed, somewhat, by the statement 
that the book is meant to add to the work of Mr. Sharp 
in his Branch Libraries rather than to supersede it. Is 
the work of a branch different to any other library work? 
You are closer to the reader, you can be alive or dead, 
and Mr. Enser, who is well qualified for such a task, 
seeks to show you how to live. The book cannot, 
within its space, consider matters in great detail, but 
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there could have been more information on those 
bibliographical aids that should be found in branches. 
In spite of telephone conneétions, the smaller and more 
isolated the branch, or the smaller the catalogue the 
more need there is for these aids in tracing works. It 
is difficult to get good bibliographical experience in a 
branch library. Harrod’s Cards in the future tense and 
no mention of the B.N.B. in the chapter on cataloguing 
date this information somewhat. Certain features dis- 
cussed, such as temporary “pre-fabs,”’ flooring, heating 
and air conditioning could apply to any library, but 
are of especial interest to those Studying branches. 
Readers at branches tend to be more domestic and 
casual (in the lump) than their central counterparts, but 
the chapters on service, provision of sound book stocks 
and display could be read with profit and aéted upon by 
many, many branch librarians of a type who, un- 
fortunately, Still exist. A good branch can draw off 
surplus readers from over-crowded, over-worked 
central libraries. There is a useful check-list of recurring 
routine duties, but the daly report sheet is far “too 
meticulous.” It takes longer to complete than the 
duties! Included are a short chapter on hospital, 
school, prison and youth centre libraries and an 
appendix on the Hollerith system of punched cards. 
It would help if blank and completed cards for the same 
item faced each other. E.R.J.H. 


Book Selection Guide 


A Descriptive List of Books 
of Interest to Librarians 


PROFESSIONAL 
Battimore. Enocu Prarr Free Liprary. 
Reference books : a brief guide for students 
and other users of the Library. Compiled 
by Mary Neill Barton. Second edition, 19 pp., 
1951. 75c. 


Well-seleéted, neatly printed and nicely illustrated, 
this useful conspeétus, under broad headings, fulfils 
well the claims in its title. A general note under each 
kind introduces individual entries, practically annotated 
for the general Student and the ordinary consulter 
of books. The bias is American but the chicf English 
reference books are also well in place. The booklet 
deserves the attention of our reference librarians. 

W.C.B.S. 
BusHNELL (G. H.) AND Oruers. STEWART 
(James D.), Ed. The Reference Librarian : 
in university, municipal specialized 
libraries. Grafton. 25s. Od. net. 

Warner’s Reference Library Methods appeared in 
1928 and gave what may be called a sort of Brown's 
Manual on the subjeé, illustrating all the techniques 
then employed, especially in public libraries. It is 
Still a useful work to be read (and used) with recent 
interpretations. The book now before us is in a wider 
and far less intensive, field and I think it will serve as 
an introduétion for many to some of the possibilities 
of reference work. Its writers are competent praéti- 
tioners: G. H. Bushnell on the university library, 
Lucy I. Edwards on the municipal library, Richard 
Haxby on municipal commercial and technical libraries, 
Mabel Exley on scientific and technical research 
libraries, John L. Thornton on medical libraries, the 


librarian of a national newspaper library deals with his 
own work, and Dr. A. J. Walford contributes a seleé 
bibliography of essential books for the reference 
library. The variant styles of the authors are all lucid 
and the faéts, so far as I have tested them, are indis- 
putable. The unusual thoroughness of Mr. Haxby’s 
chapter,—in which however, he post-dates the origin 
of the commercial library ; (one was already in aétion 
at Glasgow in 1917 and others were then at work or 
projeéted),—is matched by the charm of Mr. Bushnell’s 
useful glance into university methods, and something 
equally apposite can be said of the other chapters. 
Mr. Stewart’s introduétion is charaéteristic; and any 
book that Stewart edits should command attention. 
W.C.B.S. 

LetGu (Robert D.) The Public Library in the 

United States. New York: Columbia 

University Press. London: Oxford 

University Press, Geoffrey Cumberlege. 


24s. Od. net. 

This work is a General Report of the Public 
Library Inquiry and the author has given a summary 
of the total findings of this inquiry, and of the many 
factors influencing public library service in the United 
States of America. There is a Foreword by Pendleton 
Herring, President of the Social Science Research 
Council in New York City, and Mr. Leigh has included 
among his subjeéts, The Library Faith and Library 
Objeétives, The Business of Communications, Library 
Units and Struéture, Library Financial Support, 
Library Personnel and Training, as well as an Appendix 
on Methods and Sources. A most important work 
foreshadowing the future development of the profession. 


Scorr (Richard C.), Compiler. Textile Biblio- 
graphy: an up-to-date revision of the more 
important books on textile technology and 
the industry published in the English 
language. New York, McGraw-Hill. 

This contains brief entries for about 1,500 books 
on almost every phase of this industry. English as well 
as American books are included and there is a direétory 
of publishers at the end. The pamphlet, which is in 
pages of three closely printed columns cach, is really a 
quite substantial work. ‘The compiler is the New York 
Editor of The Textile World. 


GENERAL 


(“B.B.”), Tide’s Ending. Illus. Some in col. 
Hollis & Carter. 25s. Od. net. 


This is an unusual work giving vivid descriptions 
of tideways, saltings and creeks, and of the wildfowl, 
the geese, etc., which frequent these parts. The author 
is a lone watcher and hunter, for he maintains that 
wildfowling must be enjoyed by a solitary man to get 
the full savour of it. He describes the Starting out 
just before dawn, the frosty shores, the full moon, the 
beauty of the British winter on the coasts and the wild 
waves. There are some beautiful illustrations in colour 
which will enhance the appeal of this book. 
Brooks (Collin) Talks. 

10s. 6d. net. 

A pleasant hotch-potch of anecdotal paragraphs 
which will enliven many dull hours. The author, who 
is well known as a broadcaster on the B.B.C. Brains 
‘Trust, declares that it is a “‘spoken, not a written book”. 


Tavern Barrie. 
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CaLpErR (Ritchie) Men Against The Desert. 
Illus. Allen & Unwin. 12s. 6d. net. 

The author, who is Science Editor of the News 
Chronicle, was asked by Unesco to discover the kind 
of work which was being done in the desert research 
Stations, and taking the Staff photographer of Picture 
Post, Raymond S. Kleboe, with him, he toured through 
the deserts of North Africa and the Middle East. The 
book is well illustrated. 

Cote (G. D. H.) Essays in Social Theory. 
Macmillan. 15s. Od. net. 

The author provides, in the form of essays, an 
impressive survey of Studies in Social and Political 
Theory. Amongst th subjects discussed are Social 
Studies in British Universities, Social Morality, the 
application of democratic ideas in the large societies 
‘f the modern world, the development of Political and 
Social Theory in the 18th and 19th centuries, Rousseau’s 
Political Theory, The Rights of Man, The Communist 
Manifesto of 1848, and finally The Claims of Nationality, 
and the place of the Civil Service in our present society. 
Those interested in economics will find much food for 
thought in these Stimulating essays. 

DeBENHAM (Frank) The Use of Geography. 
English Universities Press. 6s. Od. net. 


A handbook which i is intended as an introductory 
volume to the series “Teach Yourself Geography” 


In it Mr. Debenham describes the various aspects of 


Geography, the use of globes and atlases, the study 
of maps for ramblers and motorists, physical geography 
which deals with soil, rock formation, weather, etc. 
human prognphs which deals with plant and animal 
life, national boundaries, and the study of geography 
as a carcer. 


Exvxin (Robert), Ed. A Career In Music. 
Illus. William Earl. 12s. 6d. net. 

Here is a guide to those who are determined to 
make music their career, whether they desire to sing, 
compose, accompany, conduét or become a pianist. 
There are twelve contributions by celebrated specialists 
in their particular field of music, including such well- 
known names as Harriet Cohen, George Baker, Gerald 
Moore, Julius Harrison, etc., who describe their 
Struggles to reach the top of their professions. The 
work has been edited by Robert Elkin, who, besides 
being the son of the founder of a well-known music 
publishing company, has been Chairman of the Music 
Publishers’ Association, of the London Choral Society 
and is a well-known Adjudicator at Music FeStivals. 


Evans (B. Ifor), M.A., D.Litt. A Short 
History of English Drama. Staples. 7s. 6d. 
net. 

Originally published as a ‘‘Pelican” in 1948 this is 
intended as a companion volume to the same author's 
“Short History of English Literature’. Dr. Evans 
has praétical as well as scholastic knowledge of his 
subje&, but in his bricf survey makes no outstanding 
revelations in a field that has been already well covered. 
About one third of the work is devoted to the 
Elizabethan and Jacobean period. 

FarRAR (James) The Unreturning Spring. 
Ed. Henry Williamson. Frontis. Williams 
& Norgate. 15s. Od. net. 


This is the account of a young man under twenty- 
one years of age, who was killed by a flying bomb in 


1941, and left behind him poems, sketches, stories 

and letters, which have been edited and introduced by 
Henry Williamson. James Farrar has given the reader 
the story of his life, and of the brilliant work he has 
left behind him. 


FriepMAN (Otto) Introduction to Social 
Psychology. Sylvan Press. 10s. 6d. net. 

This work describes the complex motives that 
make men act in certain ways towards one another in 
society and the author, who Studied and took a Research 
degree in Sociology and Social Psychology at the 
London University, has given a brief discussion of as 
many group problems as possible and given simple 
exampl-s from everyday life to illustrate the statements 
made in his book. He also throws a new light on vital 
modern problems of man and society. 

GERNSHEIM (Helmut) Beautiful London. Illus. 
Phaidon Press. 17s. 6d. net. 

A lovely colleétion of photographs (over a 
hundred), taken by the celebrated photographer, 
H. Gernsheim, in which he captures the true spirit and 
beauty of London. This work will appeal to the 
Londoner as well as to the traveller from abroad. 


Goupce (Elizabeth) God So Loved The 
World. A Life of Christ. Hodder & 
Stoughton. 10s. 6d. net. 

The author of many novels, including the famous 
Green Dolphin Country, which was recently filmed, 
Elizab-th Goudge has now written the story of Our 
Lord’s life on earth portraying his intimate association 
with human affairs. 


GREENWOOD (Ormerod) The Playwright. A 
Study of Form, Method and Traditions in 
the Theatre. Pitman. 18s. 0d. net. 

In his new Study of dramatic craftsmanship the 
author deals with the changes in conventions, and 
compares plays of different periods. Summaries and 
bibliographies are included. 


Hart (James D.) The Popular Book. Illus. 
Oxford University Press (London : Geoffrey 
Cumberlege). 30s. Od. net. 

This is a comprehensive survey of American 
popular literary tastes, spanning the last three and a half 
centuries, from the landing of “The Mayflower” to 
the Plastic Age. It is shown how the varied social and 
economic background of the mixed populations has 
resulted in these choices. The work is illustrated, and 
contains an excellent chronological index and _biblio- 
graphical notes. Those who wish to understand the 
American way of life will be indebted to the author for 
this comprehensive study of his countrymen. 

Hawkins (Desmond) Thomas Hardy. Arthur 
Barker. 6s. Od. net. 

The present work in the English Novelists Series 
concerns one of our greatest novelists, Thomas Hardy. 
The author has included a valuable Appendix which 
gives a short synopsis of each of the novels in 
chronological order. 

Hawortnu-Booru (Michael) The Hydrangeas. 
Illus. Constable. 25s. Od. net. 

\n interesting account of the Hydrangeas, which 
gives the history of this plant from ancient times in 
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Japan down to the present day. ‘The book is intended 
mainly for gardeners, and the author writes in layman’s 
language. The illustrations will add to the appeal of 
this work. 


Kerr (Sir John Graham) A Naturalist In The 
Gran Chaco, Cambridge University Press. 
21s. Od. net. 


An account of the two expeditions of Sir John 
Graham Kerr to the Gran Chaco, including the 
Pilcomayo Expedition of 1889-91 and the Lepidosiren 
Expedition of 1896-7, in which the author has described 
the geography of the region travelled, the charac- 
teristics of the people, with whom he hunted and 
lived. On his second expedition, when he was accom- 
panied by J. S. Budgett, the authors describe their 
research work on lung-fish. There are in addition 
many excellent illustrations, mostly taken from the 
author’s own photographs, as well as a map and an 
Index. 


MaGarsHack (David) Stanislavsky. A Life. 
Illus. Macgibbon & Kee. 25s. Od. net. 

Th: life of this famous man is told with infinite 
care by Mr. Magarshack, who tells of Stanislavsky’s life 
at home, his relationship with his family, friends, and 
associates. Stanislavysky was the founder of the Moscow 
Art Theatre and it is only because a large colleétion 
of documents, including his letters, have now become 
available that this biography is made possible. There 
are interesting accounts of the famous people 
Stanislavsky knew, amongst whom are included the 
names of Chekhov and Gorky. 


Mars (S. P. B.) Madeira Holiday. Illus. Alvin 
Redman. 12s. 6d. net. 


An account of Mr. S. P. B. Mais’s trip with his 
wife and daughter to Madeira and Teneriffe in 1949- 
1950. Not only does the author describe their 
experiences, but he gives an interesting Study of 
Madeira’s history. Mr. Mais has amusing anecdotes to 
tell of his fellow-passengers, and his wife has written 
an entertaining diary. This book, undoubtedly, will 
give pleasure to all would-be travellers as well as being 
of great assistance to them. 


Manvett (Roger), Ed. Three British Screen 
Plays. Illus. Methuen. 10s. 6d. net. 


Containing three British screen plays in film script 
form, which the editor hopes will throw some light to 
the public on the nature of the film as a Story-teller’s 
medium. Brief Encounter, Odd Man Out and Scott of the 
Antarctic are three great British films, the latter being an 
original film script and not an adaptation from a play 
and a book as are the other two films. This book also 
contains a€tual photographs from the films concerned. 


Pearson (Hesketh) The Last Actor-Managers. 
Illus. Methuen. 18s. Od. net. 


Biographical studies of ten famous aétor-managers, 
written by a well-known writer, who was himself an 
actor and a dramatic critic. He has included among his 
celebrated personalities, the names of Forbes-Robertson, 
Beerbohm Tree, Granville-Barker, George Alexander, 
H. B. Irving, Lewis Waller, amongst others. The book 
contains many illustrations. 
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SratHaM (H. Heathcote) Revised by Hugh 
Brawn. A History of Architeéture. Illus. 
Folding plate. Batsford. 21s. Od. net. 

Hugh Braun has revised and brought up-to-date 
the history of architecture originally written by Heath- 
cote Statham. The book is fully illustrated and will 
prove valuable to the general reader as well as to the 
Student who aims at obtaining a clear view of the 
subjea&. 

STEGMAN (John) Consort of Taste, 1830-1870. 
Illus. Col. frontis. Sidgwick & Jackson. 
25s. Od. net. 

An interesting account of the taste of English 
men and women in art, architeéture, criticism, and 
connoisseurship before and after the Great Exhibition 
of 1851, in which the author describes the periods 1830 
to 1850, and from 1850 to 1860. Mr. Stegman is 
Direétor of the Art Department of the National 
Museum of Wales. The illustrations are adequate and 
appropriate. 

Unesco (Compiled by) Freedom and Culture. 
Wingate. 15s. Od. net. 

Containing six Studies on Freedom and Culture 
written by Jean Piaget, Lyman Bryson, Maurice Bedel, 
German Arciniceas, Rex Warner, and Bart Bok with an 
Introduétion by Julian Huxley. These men are all 
experts in their own particular subjeéts, which include 
Culture, The Right to Education in the Modern World, 
Freedom of Information, The Rights of the Creative 
Artist, Freedom in Literary and Artistic Creation, 
Freedom of Science. In addition there is a valuable 
Bibliography. 

Wienski (R. H.), Ed. Titian. Introduétion 
and Notes by James Laver. Illus. in col. 
Faber. 8s. 6d. net. 

Mr. Wilenski, the Editor of this series, is an art 
critic and an art historian. An eminent authority 
writes an introduétion and notes to each book, and they 
include Sir Kenneth Clark, Mr. Geoffrey Keynes, 
Mr. Walter de la Mare, Mr. Stephen Spender, Mr. W. 
G. Constable, and others. The publishers have had 
the good fortune to obtain access to many fine works in 
public and private colleétions, many of which have never 
before been reproduced in colour. Each book contains 
ten or more colour plates. 


FICTION 


ALLEN (Clifford) The Shorn Lamb. Ward 
Lock. 9s. 6d. net. 

A Study of the emotional life of a woman of 
thirty-five, who has been suppressed throughout her 
girlhood and suddenly breaks loose to try and find a 
purpose in life. Her experiences when she attempts 
to fulfil her ideals are not pleasant, but after being 
browbeaten and bullied, she pulls herself together and 
presumably learns to make the best of things. 


Creasey (John) The Toff Goes Gay. Evans 
Bros. 7s. 6d. net. 

Another adventure of “The Toff” and this time 
there is a frightened French girl in the East End of 
London, and a man who is murdered in that quarter of 
London ; a Mayfair lady, terrified of being killed, and 
it is not until ““The Toff’’ goes to Paris that he is able to 
solve the Strange problem. 
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Dorten (Ray) Love is a Masquerade. Jenkins. 


8s. 6d. net. 

Valentine loves Larry Chevening with almost an 
undying love. She loves her ailing father passionately, 
but cannot see eye to eye with her mother. To get 
away from constant bickering and a bakery, she uses her 
talent for dress-designing and goes to Paris. There she 
comes to an Standing as to what true love really 


means. 
GripsLte (Leonard) The Arsenal Stadium 
MyStery. Jenkins. 7s. 6d. net. 


A new edition of this famous story which was 
serialized before the war in The Daily Express and then 
filmed at Denham with Leslie Banks in the lead. It 
concerns the murder shortly after half-time of a well- 
known footballer in sight of 70,000 witnesses. Superin- 
in to investigate the crime and 


| has to unravel many mysteries before he hits on the 


true solution of the murder. 
Mostey (Nicholas) Spaces Of The Dark. 
Rupert Hart-Davis. 9s. 6d. net. 


The Story of Paul who, coming home from the 
second world war, visits the family of his friend, John 
Longmore, who was killed in Italy. He falls in love 
with John’s sister, Margaret. John has asked him to 
see a girl with whom he fell in love the last night of 
his leave before he rejoined his regiment. Her name is 
Sarah Thorne, and Paul meets her first in a night club. 
Suspense and complications build up a dramatic and 
well-written story. 

O’More (Peggy) Friendly Enemy. Gryphon. 
6s. Od. net. 

Daphne gives up her post at the Landscape 
Institute in order to be with her mother. Her father is 
dead, leaving only a small property in the country, 
but their claim to it is challenged by two men who live 
in the distriét. Daphne’s diplomacy settles everything 
satisfactorily at last. 

Sanpoz (Maurice) The House Without 
Windows. Illus. incol. Campion. 15s. Od. net 

A small boy, keen on music, accompanied by his 
mother, visits a villa of mystery on the shores of Lake 
Constance. The atmosphere experienced in this strange 
house without windows is indeed weird and exciting. 
The book is suitably illustrated by the well-known 
artist, Salvador Dali. ‘To those interested in the 
improbable and fantastic the subjeét will appeal. 


JUNIOR 


GouLbEN (Shirley) Out of This World. Illus. 
W.H. Allen. 6s. Od. net. 

A novel especially written for children, which is 
full length and will be much appreciated by those who 
are modern, but Still like a touch of fantasy and magic 
in their reading. There are some excellent drawings 
by the well-known cartoonist, David Langden, who has 
collaborated with the young author. 

Perrautt (Charles) The Fairy Tales of Charles 
Perrault. Trans. by Norman Denny. Illus. 
Frontis. in col. Bodley Head. 7s. 6d. net. 

A collection of the fairy tales of Charles Perrault, 
translated by Norman Denny and illustrated by Philippe 
Jullian, with a Foreword by Compton Mackenzie. 
The Stories include The Sleeping Beauty, Little Red 
Riding-Hood, Bluebeard, Cinderella, Puss-in-Boots 
amongst others. 
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Raprorp-Evans (J.) Ed. Brenda Dickson’s 
Annual. Mandeville. 8s. 6d. net. 

An annual for schoolgirls, containing stories of 
school life and adventure, with some information 
about our more successful child Stars and an article on 
Princess Alexandra. 


NEW EDITIONS 


Best (Captain S. Payne) The Venlo Incident. 
Illus. Hutchinson. 12s. 6d. net. 

A Strange but truce tale of two officers kidnapped 
by the Germans in 1939. Written by one of them, it 
deals chiefly with his life in prison, and the manner in 
which he adapted himself to making the five years 
bearable. A very human story, which arouses no less 
admiration for the grit and endurance of Captain Best. 


HamMonpb (Adam) Praétical Bricklaying. Re- 
vised by William Frost, F.F.B., M.R.S.T., 
Cert.R.S.I. Fifteenth Edition Revised. 
Illus. Technical Press. 6s. Od. net. 

A handy littke book which will be of great 
assistance to young craftsmen, beginners and others 
who have not had much opportunity to obtain 
experience in Bricklaying. It is very concise and there 
are instructive diagrams, tables, the quantity of materials, 
etc. The work has been thoroughly revised to meet 
modern Standards and conditions. 


Hosuovse (Christopher) 1851 and the Crystal 
Palace. Third Edition. Illus. Murray. 
12s. 6d. net. 


Contains a most interesting account of how the 
Crystal Palace came into being and of the Festival of 
that famous year 1851, of which this present Festival 
of 1951 marks the centenary. The author describes 
the contents of the Great Exhibition, of the great part 
that the Prince Consort played in its ereétion and of 
its masterly creation by Sir Joseph Paxton. The 
Introduétion is by Osbert Lancaster and the illustrations 
are from contemporary drawings. 


BOOKS RECEIVED 


The appearance of a book title in this list does not 
preclude its subsequent review. 
Linpsay (Jack) Three Letters to Nikolai Tikhonov. 
Fore Publications. 1s. 0d. net-—Makrakts (Apostolos) I. 
The Two Contrariant Schools. II. . Concerning 
The E&tablishment of A Christian University in 
Athens. Orthodox Christian Educational Society. 
Chicago. 1949.—Minter (L. F.) How To Title 
Amateur Films. Illus. Focal Press. 6s. Od. net.— 
Morison (Stanley) First Principles of Typography. 
Cambridge University Press. 2s. net.—NEew 
TrsTAMENT Pictures To Parnr. Illus. Some in col. 
Pickering & Inglis. 1s. 6d. net.—O Lp TesTAMENT 
Pictures To Pant. Illus. Some in Col. Pickering & 
Inglis. 1s. 6d. net.—PHoTOWORDs IN Four LANGUAGES. 
Focal Press. 3s. 6d. net.—Portrous (Crichton) Caves 
and Caverns of Peakland. Illus. Come-to-Derbyshire 
Association. 2s. 6d. net.—PREPARATION OF MANU- 
SCRIPTS AND CoRRECTION OF Proors. Illus. Cambridge 
University Press. 2s. 6d. net.—Quetroz (Eca De) 
Jose Mathias and A Man of Talent. Trans. by Luis 
Marques. Harrap. 2s. 6d. net.—Rosr (Tony) How To 
Direét An Amateur. Illus. Focal Press. 6s. 0d. net.— 
Row (Ernest F.) How States Are Governed. Third Ed. 
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Pitrnan (al, net. —Senoor (S. P. Van Der) Dutch Stock rooms and unpacking rooms, etc. This 
Ot Today. Cleaver-Hume. 4s. Gd. net.—Sarri also has been furnished in a modern Style in 
Stanley) The Common Vedttival. Pore Publications . 
Is. Od. net Srrweit (Edith) Poor Men's Music. Por light oak fittings, has fluorescent lighting and 
Publications. 1s. Gd. net.—Srivren (Adalbert) Berg central heating and is another good example 


kristall. Trans. by F. R. Poster. Harrap. 2s. 6d. net 
Swincire (Randall) The God In The Cave. Pore 
Publications. 1s. Od. net Towson (C. Leslic) How 
lo Use Colour Pilm. Illus. Poeal Press. 6s. Od. net 
VassitAnkos (Aristarchus) The Trial of Jesus Christ. 
Orthodox Christian Educational Society, Chicago 
Parry Reports. Association of 
Certitied and Corporate \ccountants. 


PERIODICALS RECEIVED 

THE ACCOUNTANTS’ JOURNAL, March. 1951. 
BRITISH BOOKS TO COME, February-March, 
1951.—BRITISH JOURNAL FOR THE PHILO- 
SOPHY OF SCIENCE, Vol. I, No. 4.—FREE 
TRADER, March-April, 1951.—LIBRARIAN, Vol. 
XL, No. 2.—-LIBRARY ASSISTANT, March, 1951.— 
LIBRARY ASSOCIATION RECORD, March, 1951. 

-NEW ZEALAND LIBRARIES, November- 
December, 1950.—WILSON LIBRARY BULLETIN, 
March, 1951. 


Correspondence 


Tue Eprror, 
“THe Liprary Wor.p.” 
20¢4 March, 1951. 


Sir,—Under “Memorabilia” in the current 
issue of THE Lisrary Wor I notice there is 
a Statement concerning the Rye Branch Library. 
I do not know where you got the information 
from, but the Library is an East Sussex branch 
and not a Kent one. It was opened about 
eighteen months ago, and although it is in an 
old building, the building was reconstructed 
and it has been laid out in a similar manner to 
the new Bristol Branch Library, i.e., an all- 
purpose room with central heating, fluorescent 
lighting and modern light oak fittings. It has 
certainly been very successful and we have 
received many complimentary remarks con- 
cerning it, particularly from overseas visitors. 
Furthermore, it was carried out very econ- 
omically and is possibly as good a type of 
library for a town of the size of Rye (population 
4,000) as can be found anywhere in the country. 
It is quite true that 75 per cent of the popula- 
tion are registered as readers, as there is a 
thriving children’s department. 

Furthermore, a new Branch Library was 
opened in East Grinstead (population 10,000) 
last July on a similar scale, having an adult 
lending library, 35 feet square, a children’s 
library, 20 feet by 14 feet, a children’s study, 
and a reference room and reading room about 
35 feet by 20 feet, with the usual staff rooms, 


of improvization, in so much as it was an 
existing building improved and extended, 
It has a total book stock of over 16,000 
volumes, and so far there have been over 4,500 
registered readers, 350 of whom come from 
over the Surrey border and for whom the 
Surrey County Council have agreed to pay 10s, 
a year each. The numbers of readers are 
rapidly growing. 

An improved type of Branch Library at 
Newhaven for a population of 7,000 is almost 
ready for opening, which again is a general 
purpose room where provision is made for 
reading and reference, an adult lending library 
and a children’s library, the room being 66 feet 
by 25 feet, plus staff rooms, stock rooms, ete. 
Again, central heating, fluorescent lighting 
and very modern round ended bookcases in 
oak and walnut have been fitted, and it has 
oak block flooring. The room is very lofty, 
having been a convent chapel and it has all 
the dignity of a specially built pre-war library. 
Over 8,000 volumes will be provided and 
these will be added to as required. The library 
will probably be open in a few weeks’ time. 

You are probably aware that we are con- 
templating opening a new library at Bexhill 
in the summer, at a total cost of £25,000, which 
again will have all the provision made at East 
Grinstead, plus a larger floor area. Here again, 
ultra modern fittings of the rounded ended 
walnut and oak type, with parquet flooring, 
fluorescent lighting and central heating have 
been adopted. It is hoped to provide an initial 
book stock of at least 25,000 books, which will 
be added to as required. A Staff of five is being 
appointed, and we had over forty-four appli- 
cations for the post of Branch Librarian. 

We are contemplating another ten of 
twelve branch libraries, including one for 
Haywards Heath, Burgess Hill and Battle, but 
it is possible that the present economic situa- 
tion may hold up these. 

I have not previously given out any official 
information concerning these branch libraries, 
as one rather hopes they speak for themselves, 
but I have mentioned them in view of the faé 
that you apparently got the facts wrong con- 
cerning Rye. 


Yours, etc., 
H. Witson, 
County Librarian, 


East Sussex County Library, 
Southdown House, 
Lewes, Sussex. 
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